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What Lens Shall I Use??? 

Lens selection is the most critical component of any surveillance system and often 

overlooked in a system design. A good surveillance system will use a mix of lens 

types to obtain a face shot on one camera but also cover good floor area with other 

cameras.  

Generally optical resolution will increase as the focal length of the lens increases, as 

the camera is zooming in more thus capturing more detail. However as the diagrams 

below illustrate, greater magnification comes at the cost of lesser floor coverage by 

the camera.  

Shots taken by a Cctv14 camera from approximately 9 metres away from the 

front of the showroom using various focal length lenses  


